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DETAILED ACTION 

o This action is responsive to the following communication: RCE filed on 12/6/06. 

o Claims 1-36 are pending; claims 1-11, 20-21, 23-24, 30-32, and 35-36 have been 

withdrawn from consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 12-19, 22, 25-29, 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
byTomory (U.S. 5815764). 

Regarding claim 26, Tomory further discloses an image recording apparatus 
(printer, fig. 1) which can connect with a sheet processing apparatus having plural storage 
units (plurality of bins, fig. 1) capable of storing sheets, comprising: 
o reception means (network, fig. 2) for receiving data including image data from a 
remote data processing apparatus (i.e. workstation, fig. 2); 

o image recording means (i.e. printer, fig. 1) for recording an image based on the 
received image data, on a sheet; and 

o control means (controller 100, fig. 1) for performing control, according as first data 
(group of users, workgroups, and/or teams, col. 1 1, lines 43-46) instructing to distribute 
the sheets to the storage unit belonging to which of plural groups (plurality of assigned 
bins for individual and groups, fig. 5, col. 11, lines 43-46) of the grouped storage units is 
included in the data received from said remote data processing apparatus, to distribute the 
sheets (i.e. bins, fig. 1 and 5)on which the image data from said remote data processing 
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apparatus has been recorded to the storage unit belonging to the group according to the 
first data, 

• wherein said control means (controller 100, fig. 1) causes said image recording 
apparatus to execute more than once (multiple copies of the same print job, col. 15, lines 
40-50) the recording of the same page of image data of a second-type job and cause said 
image recording apparatus to distribute a record result (status notification, col. 17, lines 
58-67) obtained by the recording to plural storage units (plural storage units, col. 15, lines 
40-50) of the said processing apparatus, in case where said second-type job (second 
document job, col. 6, lines 65-67) is accepted by said image recording apparatus from a 
first-type job (first document job, col. 6, lines 60-63) in which the first data is not set and 
second-type job in which the first data is set (interrupt the first print job to have second 
print job document printed, col. 16, lines 1-60, in other words, first print job request is 
interrupted to have second print job with higher priority to be printed and/or to overwrite 
the first print job), 

• wherein the first data is group-name information (group of users, workgroups, and/or 
teams, col. 11, lines 43-46) commonly utilized by the plural storage units; and 

• wherein said control means causes said image recording apparatus to execute the 
recording of the same page (multiple copies of the same print job, col. 15, lines 40-50) of 
the image data of the second-type job by the number of types corresponding to the 
number of members (e.g. number of individual in a workgroup or team, col. 11, lines 43- 
50 and col. 13, lines 1-5) specified by the group-name information (workgroup, col. 13, 
liens 1-3) included in the second-type job, and causes to distribute the same recording 
result obtained by the recording to the plural storage units allocated to the plural members 
(distribute to plural members of a workgroup, col. 13, lines 1-5 and col. 15, lines 40-50) 
specified by the group-name information included in the second-type job (in addition, 
users/operators can manually designate specified bins for each assigned users in a group, 
col. 15, lines 25-50). 

Regarding claim 27, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 26, 
wherein, when second data discriminatingly instructing for each storage unit to distribute 
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the sheets to which of the plural storage units is included in the data received (col. 15, 
lines 25-50) from said remote data processing apparatus together with the first data, said 
control means performs control to distribute the sheets on which the image data from said 
remote data processing apparatus has been recorded to the storage units belonging to the 
group (distributed printed with according to assigned bins, fig. 5) according to the first 
data and the storage unit according to the second data. 

Regarding claim 28, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 26, 
wherein, according as the first data is included in the data received from said remote data 
processing apparatus, the image recording of the image data of a same page is performed 
plural times without receiving the image data of the same page from said remote data 
processing apparatus plural times (inherently, all print job includes quantity to be 
printed). 

Regarding claim 29, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 27, 
further comprising notification means (job notification, col. 12, lines 1-10) for notifying 
each user belonging to the group according to the first data and a user according to the 
second data that the sheets were distributed. 

Regarding claim 12, Tomory further discloses an image recording apparatus 
according to claim 26, said image recording apparatus further comprising: 
• registration means (plurality of registered users name for plurality of holding bins, figs. 
3-9, col. 11, lines 30-55 and col. 12, lines 25-60) for registering in a memory plural 
discrimination names to each of the holding units, the plural discrimination names 
including a user name and names of plural groups (discharging printed sheets to assigned 
users/groups, fig. 5, cols. 1 1-12) to which a user corresponding to the user name belongs 
and being transmitted from each of said superior apparatuses or directly designated from 
an operation unit; 
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• discrimination name notification means (notification, fig. 11) for notifying said 
superior apparatus of the plural discrimination names registered by said registration 
means, in accordance with a request from said superior apparatus; and 

• sheet discharge control means (discharging printed sheets to assigned users/groups, fig. 
5, cols. 1 1-12) for discharging the printing job to which the discrimination name has been 
designated to the holding unit to which the discrimination name same as the 
discrimination name designated as a sheet discharge address to the printing job has been 
designated, 

• wherein said image recording apparatus enables (printer for accepting the designated 
bins with respect to each job which assigned by users, figs. 3-1 1) to accept a printing job 
in which the designation of the sheet discharge address based on the user name (i.e. 
"Paul" is assigned to bin 1, fig. 5, col. 13, lines 60 to col. 14, lines 2 and col. 15, lines 24- 
50) and the designation of the sheet discharge based on the group name (i.e., bin 3 is 
assigned for workgroup, fig. 5, col. 15, lines 24-50) are selectively set with respect to 
each job; and 

• wherein said controller means is further adapted to cause said image recording 
apparatus to execute, in a case where, from a third-type print job that the designation of 
the sheet discharge address based on the group name is not set and a fourth-type print job 
that the designation of the sheet discharge address based on the group name is at least set 
(interrupt to have fourth print job request printed, col. 16, lines 1-60, in other words, third 
print job request is interrupted to have fourth print job with higher priority to be printed 
and/or to overwrite the third print job), said fourth-type print job is accepted by said 
image recording apparatus, the print process of the same page in said fourth-type print 
job plural times. 

. Regarding claim 13, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, 
further comprising sheet discharge end notification means (completion notification, col. 
12, lines 1-10) for notifying said superior apparatus of the end of an image recording 
process of the printing job, after the image recording process of the printing job was 
ended by said sheet discharge control means; and holding unit monitoring means for 
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always monitoring a state of each of the holding units (updating the status of each bin, 
col. 12, lines 1-10), updating the state, and if necessary notifying said superior apparatus 
of a change of the holding unit state. 

Regarding claim 14, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein said registration means stores a discrimination name registration content 
including an E-mail address notified from said superior apparatus in the memory, and E- 
mail transmission means is provided to transmit an E-mail notifying (e-mail notification 
via using Microsoft Mail, col. 12, lines 1-10 and col. 12, lines 20-40) the sheet discharge 
end in accordance with E-mail addresses registered to the respective holding units to 
which the printing job was discharged, after an image recording process of the printing 
job was ended by said sheet discharge control means. 

Regarding claim 15, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein said E-mail transmission means controls whether or not an E-mail notification 
should be performed, on the basis of an instruction whether or not the E-mail notification 
(e-mail notification via using Microsoft Mail, col. 12, lines 1-10 and col. 13, lines 20-40) 
designated to the printing job should be performed. 

Regarding claim 16, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 13, 
wherein said registration means stores a discrimination name registration content 
including an E-mail address (email address, col. 13, lines 20-40) in the memory, and said 
sheet discharge end notification means notifies said superior apparatus of the E-mail 
addresses registered to all the holding units to which the printing job was discharged, 
after the image recording process of the printing job was ended by said sheet discharge 
control means. 

Regarding claim 17, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the E-mail includes information such as a name of the user designating the 
printing job, a content of the printing job, the number of printing in the printing job, the 
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number of output copies in the printing job, a date when the printing job was output, and 
information concerning the image recording apparatus from which the printing job was 
output (printing status, col. 12, lines 1-10), and said E-mail transmission means transmits 
the E-mail to the E-mail address (email address, col. 13, lines 20-40) of the user 
corresponding to the user name registered to the holding unit to which the printing job 
was discharged or the E-mail address of the user who belongs to the group corresponding 
to the group name registered to the holding unit to which the printing job was discharged. 

Regarding claim 18, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein the discrimination name is information representing an owner (i.e. "Paul", col. 
13, lines 20-40) who exclusively uses the holding unit, and is obtained by directly 
inputting or selecting a name according to a user's usage by the user on said superior 
apparatus or said operation unit. 

Regarding claim 19, Tomory further discloses an apparatus according to claim 12, 
wherein plural holding units are provided on the body of said image recording apparatus 
(printer with plurality of bins, fig. 1) or an option apparatus having plural holding units is 
connectable. 

Regarding claim 33, Tomory discloses a control method for an image recording 
apparatus (printer, fig. 1) which can connect with a sheet processing apparatus having 
plural storage units (plurality of bins, fig. 1) capable of storing sheets, comprising: 

• a reception step of (network, fig. 2) receiving data including image data from a remote 
data processing apparatus (i.e. workstation, fig. 2); 

• an image recording step of (i.e. printer, fig. 1) recording an image based on the 
received image data, on a sheet; and 

• a control step (controller 100, fig. 1) of performing control, according as first data 
instructing to distribute the sheets to the storage unit belonging to which of plural groups 
(plurality of assigned bins for individual and group, fig. 5) of the grouped storage units is 
included in the data received from said remote data processing apparatus, to distribute the 
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sheets (i.e. bins, fig. 1 and 5)on which the image data from said remote data processing 
apparatus has been recorded to the storage unit belonging to the group according to the 
first data, 

• a step of causing the image recording apparatus to execute more than once (multiple 
copies of the same print job, col. 15, lines 40-50) the recording of the same page of image 
data of a second-type job and cause said image recording apparatus to distribute a record 
result (status notification, col. 17, lines 58-67) obtained by the recording to plural storage 
units (plural storage units, col. 15, lines 40-50) of the said processing apparatus, in case 
where said second-type job (second document job, col. 6, lines 65-67) is accepted by said 
image recording apparatus from a first-type job (first document job, col. 6, lines 60-63) in 
which the first data is not set and second-type job in which the first data is set (interrupt 
the first print job to have second print job document printed, col. 16, lines 1-60, in other 
words, first print job request is interrupted to have second print job with higher priority to 
be printed and/or to overwrite the first print job). 

• wherein the first data is group-name information (group of users, workgroups, and/or 
teams, col. 11, lines 43-46) commonly utilized by the plural storage units; and 

• wherein said control step causes said image recording apparatus to execute the 
recording of the same page (multiple copies of the same print job, col. 15, lines 40-50) of 
the image data of the second-type job by the number of types corresponding to the 
number of members (e.g. number of individual in a workgroup or team, col. 11, lines 43- 
50 and col. 13, lines 1-5) specified by the group-name information (workgroup, col. 13, 
liens 1-3) included in the second-type job, and causes to distribute the same recording 
result obtained by the recording to the plural storage units allocated to the plural members 
(distribute to plural members of a workgroup, col. 13, lines 1-5 and col. 15, lines 40-50) 
specified by the group-name information included in the second-type job (in addition, 
users/operators can manually designate specified bins for each assigned users in a group, 
col. 15, lines 25-50). 

Regarding claim . 22, Tomory further discloses an image recording apparatus 
according to claim 33, said method further comprising: . 



Application/Control Number: 09/739,373 
Art Unit: 2625 



Pag 



• a registration step of (plurality of registered users name for plurality of holding bins, 
figs. 3-9, col. 11, lines 30-55 and col. 12, lines 25-60) registering in a memory plural 
discrimination names to each of a plurality of holding units, the plural discrimination 
names including a user name and names of plural groups (discharging printed sheets to 
assigned users/groups, fig. 5, cols. 1 1-12) to which a user corresponding to the user name 
belongs and being transmitted from each of said superior apparatuses or directly 
designated from an operation unit; 

• a discrimination name notification step (notification, fig. 11) of notifying a superior 
apparatus of the plural discrimination names registered by said registration means, in 
accordance with a request from said superior apparatus; and 

• a sheet discharge control step (discharging printed sheets to assigned users/groups, fig. 
5, cols. 1 1-12) of discharging the printing job to which the discrimination name has been 
designated to the holding unit to which the discrimination name same as the 
discrimination name designated as a sheet discharge address to the printing job has been 
designated, 

• a step of enabling (printer for accepting the designated bins with respect to each job 
which assigned by users, figs. 3-11) to accept the printing job in which the designation of 
the sheet discharge address based on the user name (i.e. "Paul" is assigned to bin 1, fig. 5, 
col. 13, lines 60 to col. 14, lines 2 and col. 15, lines 24-50) and the designation of the 
sheet discharge based on the group name (i.e., bin 3 is assigned for workgroup, fig. 5, col. 
15, lines 24-50) are selectively set with respect to each job; and 

• an additional control step of causing the image recording apparatus to execute, in a case 
where, from a third-type print job that the designation of the sheet discharge based on the 
group name is not set and a fourth-type print job that the designation of the sheet 
discharge address based on the group name is at least set, said fourth-type print job is 
accepted (interrupt to have fourth print job request printed, col. 16, lines 1-60, in other 
words, third print job request is interrupted to have fourth print job with higher priority to 
be printed and/or to overwrite the third print job) by the image recording apparatus, the 
print process of the same page in the fourth-type print job plural times. 
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Regarding claims 25, and 34: Claims 25, and 34 recite limitations that are similar and in 

the same scope of invention as to those in claims 22 & 33 except computer readable 

memory for storing computer programs. All computers/printers have some type of 
* 

computer readable medium (i.e. print server, fig. 1) for storing computer programs, hence 
claims 25 & 34 would be rejected using the same rationale as in claims 22 & 33. . 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/6/06 have been folly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of 
applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (e.g. 
wherein said control means causes said image recording apparatus to execute the 
recording of the same pages of the image data of the second-type job by the number of 
types corresponding to the number of members specified by the group-name information 
included in the second-type job, and causes to distribute the same recording result 
obtained by the recording to the plural storage units allocated to the plural members 
specified by the group-name information included in the second-type job) are not 
previously recited in the rejected claim(s). 

However, Tomory explicitly teaches wherein said control means causes said image 
recording apparatus to execute the recording of the same page (multiple copies of the 
same print job, col. 15, lines 40-50) of the image data of the second-type job by the 
number of types corresponding to the number of members (e.g. number of individual in a 
workgroup or team, col. 11, lines 43-50 and col. 13, lines 1-5) specified by the group- 
name information (workgroup, col. 13, liens 1-3) included in the second-type job, and 
causes to distribute the same recording result obtained by the recording to the plural 
storage units allocated to the plural members (distribute to plural members of a 
workgroup, col. 13, lines 1-5 and col. 15, lines 40-50) specified by the group-name 
information included in the second-type job (in addition, users/operators can manually 
designate specified bins for each assigned users in a group, col. 15, lines 25-50). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7439. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571)272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Thierry L. Phaj 




DOUGLAS Q.TRAN 
PRMAFP/ EXAMINER 



